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I live not too far from a public 
garden. Just inside the entrance 
stands a slender cabbage palm 
whose trunk is perpetually shrouded 
in a tangled mass of thorny, grey 
vines. I’ve never taken much 
notice of this palm, other than to 
think, “Wow, that poor tree is being 
strangled to death by that vine. 
Why doesn’t anyone take that vine 
out?”

Last week, I started receiving emails 
and text messages from my friend 
about the garden’s Night-Blooming 
Cactus (Cereus); it was expected 
to bloom any day. The Night-
Blooming Cereus is a cactus native 
to the Southwestern US; for the 
better part of the year, it assumes 
an appearance of a large dead 
bramble. But one midsummer’s 
night each year, the cactus comes 
alive in an explosion of spectacular 
blooms that are straight out of a 
Dr. Seuss story. 
Even those dull 
grey “vines” are 
vivified, turning a 
vibrant green.

On Thursday night 
at 9:15, the text 
message that 
I’d been waiting 
for came in. “It’s 
happening.” 

When I arrived 
at the garden, 
a crowd of 
informed ad- 
mirers had 
already gat-
hered around the blooming 
cactus. I’d never seen this kind 
of cactus in bloom before and, 
although I’d seen photos of it on 
the internet, I was unprepared 
for the overwhelming beauty 
and awe of this strange plant. I 
stood mesmerized alongside the 
onlookers, our stillness an invitation 
to the swarms of mosquitos that 
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had gathered to feast on the 
cactus’ fans.

Photos of this plant do not do it 
justice. Only in person can one 
witness the enormity of these 
blossoms or how animated they truly 

are. In the time 
I stood there, 
I’m certain at 
least a dozen 
flowers bloomed 
before my eyes, 
their delicate 
bud scales 
unfolding like 
fingers to reveal 
the colorful and 
fragrant heart of 
each blossom. 

Mother Nature 
is a funny lady. 
Sometimes, she 
is proud and 
parades her 

artistry for all the world to revere. 
But sometimes, as with the Night-
Blooming Cactus, she is demure, 
cloaking her beauty and revealing 
it only briefly and only to those 
patient few who are willing to yield 
to her terms.

I felt lucky to have been in the 
audience that night, lucky to have 

been invited to this private show. I 
will never look upon that tangled 
mass of grey as I once did, for even 
in its lifeless state, I can see the 
beauty that is hidden deep within. 

It’s easy to see the obvious beauty 
in nature, but it takes patience 
and inquiry to uncover her hidden 
secrets. It may not be the dazzling 
Night-Blooming Cactus, but more 
than likely, there’s something 
nearby that Mother Nature hasn’t 
yet revealed to you. You need 
only show her that you are ready 
and that your spirit is aroused 
and I promise she will show you 
something spectacular! 

Enjoy the summer!

— Stacey

http://equinoxdocumentaries.org/
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Gilmore at its annual banquet at the 
Heathrow Country Club. (Bill had 
earlier worked on Discovery Channel 
oceanographic expeditions in the 
Galapagos Islands and in Cuba with 
Grant.)

To help promote the rezoning of a 
neighborhood park in Sanford, Bill 
opened the certified “Wildlife Habitat” 
that is his backyard to over 100 visitors 
during an Earth Day garden tour, 
handling out wildflower seed packets 
to guests. Later in May, Bill gave 

another IMW 
presentation, 
this time to an 
audience at the 
Westmin is ter 
T o w e r s  i n 
Orlando. 

Bill continues to 
work with local 
historian Jim 
Robison on a 
historic photo 
book about the 
Wekiva River 
system that will 

benefit the Friends of the Wekiva. 
And, he continues to be a part of 
the state-funded “Liquid Muse” series 
that explores the nature/art aspects 
of the historic St. Johns. This series is a 
companion for the new UPF book on 
the art of that river.

Out in the world, Bill 
and Bob pre-sented 
Equinox’s 12-minute 
film on the Archie 
Carr family cabin to 
a special fundraiser 
at Doe Lake in the 
Oca la  Nat iona l 
Forest. The following 
weekend, both men 
did the same at the 
Black Bear Festival in 
Umatilla, answering 
quest ions about 
t h e  p r o j e c t 
a n d  a b o u t 
Equinox.  

In late March,  
B i l l  g a v e  a  p o w e r p o i n t 
presentation on In Marjorie’s 

Wake to a full house at the 
Oklawaha Valley Audubon 
Society at Trout Lake in Tavares. 
That was followed by two 
days of interpretation aboard 
a St. Johns RiverKeeper nature 
cruise on the middle river. 

In April, Bill gave an image-
driven lecture about his writing 
and filmmaking work overseas, 
keynoting the annual Author Series 
of Orange County’s Southwest 
Library, sponsored by the Dr. 
Phillips Rotary. For the Friends of 
the Wekiva River, Bill later helped 
facilitate the program of Dr. Grant 

Where in the world is Bill?
Bill’s been trying his 
non-l inear best to 
celebrate the plentiful 
r a i n f a l l  o f  e a r l y 
summer by kayaking 
trails he hiked on not 
so very long ago !

He continues to write 
essays about the  
v i t a l  e n e r g i e s 
available to us in 
our natural places 
(www.FloridaNature.
W o r d P r e s s . c o m ) . 
Those observations 
cont inue to help 
define the ethic of 
caring for the land 
that has always been important  
to Bill’s work.

Bill on a recent hike in the  
sand pine scrub

Young Filmmaker’s Prize update
On May 15th, Equinox closed the 
Young Filmmaker’s Prize application 
window. We’d like to thank all the 
inspired amateur filmmakers who 
submitted entries 
to this first run 
of our annual 
competition.

Our panel of 
judges are now 
hard at work 
reviewing the 
entries. Winners 
will be announced in August when 
we open the application window for 
the 2010 competion. 

The winning film for the 2009 
competition will premiere in  
November at the Orlando Film 
Festival which will be held at the 

newly opened Plaza Cinema Cafe  
in downtown Orlando. The festival  
will also see the public premiere of  

our short documentary, The Carr 
Family Cabin — Celebrating a 
Forgotten Place in the Florida Scrub.  

We’ll be sending more details 
about the festival as we get 
closer to the date. For more 
information in the meantime, 
visit their website at www.
orlandofilmfest.com. 

Look for our winner’s 
announcement in August and 
be sure to mark November 4–

8  on your calendars so you can join 
us at the Orlando Film Festival. You 
won’t want to miss it!  

Bill wrote the Intro for this  
river art book

Bob and Bill pose with Smokey Bear at the  
Black Bear Festival in Umatilla

http://www.orlandofilmfest.com/
http://floridanature.wordpress.com/
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As the calendar 
heats up, so do 
my activities. My 
par t ing  words 
in last quarter’s 
c o l u m n  w e r e 
“have a good 
spring” — and I 
literally did. 

I had a chance to 
visit and work at 
one of the oldest 
Florida attractions, 
Weeki Wachee. I had never been 
there and as we arrived, it became 
apparent that not many people go 
these days. 

Still, my first peek into the crystal 
clear water revealed a deep 
first magnitude spring that was 
everything you’d expect belching 
from the Floridan Aquifer, but with 
a flat “stage” area that looks more 
like a sunken battleship deck and 
a faux castle on the opposite side 
of the spring. It looks a little surreal 
from the surface with a moldy, 
worn, rundown building housing  
the theater that provides the window 
to “Alice’s watery underworld.” 

Yet, with the first immersion, the 
spring took on a beauty that 
can only be experienced in an 
underwater spring 
in Florida: crystal 
clear l iquid, in 
which everything 
moves gracefully, 
i n c l u d i n g … 
mermaids. 

Tom Postel, who 
shot portions of In 
Marjorie’s Wake 
with me, has a new 
underwater video 
housing and we 
are working on a 
short video for the 
dive program at Weeki Wachee to 
make them aware of the dangerous 
spots in the spring where they 
shouldn’t find themselves — like 
in the cave or under the stage or 

inside the castle. 
There are many 
dangers in this 
area for a diver 
to get entangled 
and hurt, so the 
short video will 
help make them 
aware of the “off 
limit” areas.  

Af ter  morn ing 
and afternoon 
dives, I have a 

good layout for the basin area and 
good understanding of the system 
that flows another 13 miles out to the 
Gulf of Mexico. There is also a dive 
team from Karst 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
doing some survey 
work in the cave 
and I’m told this 
cave will prove to 
be the deepest in 
the state of Florida 
when they are 
done exploring 
and mapping.  

There’s so much 
going on in this 
system, both deep 
into the aquifer and especially 
20 feet underwater, in front of a 
steady stream of small paying 

customers. I’m so 
looking forward 
to  cont inu ing 
to explore the 
underwater world 
of Weeki Wachee 
and especially 
l e a r n i n g  w h y 
there’s still an lure 
to this “tacky” 
1947 roadside 
a t t r a c t i o n .  A 
w h o l e  n e w 
generat ion of 
y o u n g  a c t o r s 

and choreographers are traveling 
here to train up to 12 months to be 
a part of this underwater.

The springs of Florida are truly 
“magnetized,” creating a constant 

draw from many different walks of 
life, and I love learning more about 
them!

Work-wise, the web is providing a little 
bit of work in these slow economic 
times. I’m still posting progress on 
my front yard transformation. Follow 
the progress of Bob’s Place at www.
TheLandscapeRenovator.com. And 
I’m beginning some short tutorial 
videos for the web for Andros Voice 
Training. 

I’m continuing production of the 
short creation care film, God’s 
Stewards with my church, the Sierra 
Club, Conservation International 

and others. The 
first draft of the 
film is done and 
was viewed at the 
National Pastors 
C o n f e r e n c e 
o n  C r e a t i o n 
Care in Atlanta 
l a s t  m o n t h .  
Feedback from 
this viewing and 
others will help 
the final editing, 
which begins in 
July. 

Bill and I continue to work on early 
production and funding for Eden to 
Sahara. I’m also in the early stages of 
development for a documentary on 
Florida’s Surf History (with an angle 
on resource preservation). Finally, 
as an editor, the pilot episode of 
a dramatic re-enactment series of 
legal briefs called Legally Informed, 
is near completion, along with 
a companion video on Florida’s 
Sunshine Law.  

I hope the summer provides you 
ample opportunities to get out and 
discover the great outdoors. Never 
let the rain, the sun or the sweat 
deter you from enjoying all that 
nature has to offer. 

Have a great summer, 

— Bob

What about Bob?

Weeki Wachee

Mermaid at Weeki Wachee

Bob filming with Tom Postel

http://thelandscaperenovator.com/bobs_place.asp



