
This has been quite a year 
for the Equinox team. Our 
dream to tell the story of 
how the St Johns River 
has shaped the culture 
of Florida has finally been 
realized in the release of 
In Marjorie’s Wake.

We celebrated this 
accomplishment in 
November by thanking 
our donors, supporters, 
crew and friends at two 
invitation-only receptions 
in Jacksonville and 
Maitland where the 
select audiences were 
given a sneak preview of 
the film.

Both evenings began with cocktail 
receptions, followed by introductions 
from Leslie Poole, Bob Giguere and Bill 
Belleville. We were pleased to see how 
quickly both houses filled up, with over 
150 in attendance at each event.

Jennifer Chase 
entertained the 
audiences with 
songs from her 
IMW companion 
CD, including 
“Brickyard Slough,” 
a hilarious and 
endearing retelling 
of her meeting with 
the airboat hunters, 
as portrayed in the 
film.

At long last...

THE BALANCING POINT
After the screenings, Bob 
and Bill fielded questions 
and took comments 
from the audience. 

In attendance were 
many of IMW’s donors. 
Framed prints of J.T. 
Glisson’s artwork were 
presented to Lee and 
Mindy Hanna, the Plum 
Creek Foundation, 
Judith Le Roux of the  
River Branch Founda-
tion, the Friends of the 
Wekiva River and Bill 
Jeter in recognition of 
their generous support. 
The framed, original 
watercolor was pre- 

sented to Allen and Delores Lastinger 
of the Lastinger Family Foundation.

Other noted attendees include 
Chuck Newman of the Newman 
Family Foundation; Florida artists J.T. 
Glisson and Jim Draper, both of whom 
were interviewed in the film; Linda 

Chapin, Director 
of the Regional 
Studies Program 
at UCF; Dr. Anna 
Lillios, Executive 
Director, Marjorie 
Kinnan Rawlings 
Society; Jane 
Healy, Pulitizer-
winning Editorial 
Page editor at the 
Orlando Sentinel; 
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Leslie Poole presents the original J.T. Glisson  
artwork to Allen and Delores Lastinger

Equinox board members Bill 
Belleville, Teri Sopp, Bob Giguere, 

Leslie Poole and Bill Randolph

Sigi Tiedtke of the Florida Charities 
Foundation; Jack Kelly of WPBT, Miami 
Community Television; and Dessie 
Smith’s caretaker, Candace Booth, 
and step-daughter Amy Gilbert.

IMW and Equinox Documentaries 
received many complements and 
kudos from the audiences. Both events 
were great successes. 

Although we’ve recently premiered 
IMW to limited audiences, our work is 
far from complete. Here’s what coming 
up for Equinox:

• Continued planning and fundraising 
for IMW “after broadcast” outreach and 
website initiatives via distribution of the 
IMW DVD; a book on the river, the art, 
and the making of the film; and a CD of 
IMW-inspired music by Jennifer Chase.

• Numerous speaking engagements to 
compliment the completion and release 

of IMW, which includes working with 
educational agencies and institutions 
to provide support for outreach into the 
communities throughout Florida.

• Annual Fund Campaign 

• Planning and funding for new projects, 
including a new documentary called 
Florida Galapagos, which looks at 
“island speciation” thru two Florida 
examples: in the Florida Keys and on 
the Lake Wales Ridge. We will also 
seek to continue the kayaking series, 

Off the Map, and to explore other film 
concepts, especially those in which 
nature has played a large role in 
shaping “sense of place.”

• Annual meeting and retreat as we 
train and expand our leadership

• Website improvements that will 
highlight video and educational 
outreach elements of our mission, and 
will also allow us to continue to build our 
profile as filmmakers with a stake in the 
sustainable use of our landscape.

What’s Next for Equinox?



Music Inspired by In Marjorie’s Wake

In the past few months, In Marjorie’s Wake 
and Equinox Documentaries received 
considerable media coverage. Through 
the generous help of Fry, Hammond and 
Barr, press kits and releases were issued 
to many local and state newspapers, 
weeklies and magazines. As a result 
of their work, IMW and Equinox were 
featured in a number of publications:

Orlando Magazine’s October issue ran a 
short piece on the film and it’s expected 
run in 14 Florida PBS markets.

IMW and Leslie Poole were featured 
in Rollins College’s News Center in an 
article entitled “Rollins Instructor in PBS 
Documentary About Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings.”

In November, the Ocala Star-Banner 
ran “Film focuses on Rawlings’ St. Johns 
River trip,” an article discussing the 
motivations for the film and its inclusion 
in the Orlando Film Festival.

Jacksonville Magazine graced us with 
a 6-page feature in their November 
issue. “In Marjorie’s Wake — Two Women 
Rediscover the St. Johns River through 
the eyes of author Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings” examines IMW, Marjorie 
Rawlings and the crews’ experiences 
during and responses to the adventure. 
It also features a number of still photos 
from the production taken by Bill 
Randolph.

After viewing In Marjorie’s Wake at 

the Orlando Film Festival, Commander 
Coconut, the Orlando Sentinel’s 
Entertainment columnist, commented 
on the film in his November 16 column, 
“Bask in the culture all around you 
— yeah, that includes Mickey”:“I saw 
two documentaries at the (Orlando) 
Film Fest, both excellent and one local... 
In Marjorie’s Wake is a hymn to the St. 
Johns River, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 
and Dessie Smith by Central Florida 
folks who care, including writer-teacher 
Leslie Kemp Poole and environmentalist 
Bill Belleville. The film, in which Poole  
and writer-musician Jennifer Chase 
retrace the St. Johns boat journey 
Rawlings and Smith took in 1933, will 
probably turn up on PBS next year.”

IMW in the Media




