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Eric Bendick, a graduate of Montana 
State University and a Winter Park, 
Florida native, came to Orlando  
in November to accept the inau-
gural Young Filmmaker’s Prize.  

At a reception held at Advisory 
Council member Leslie Poole’s 
home, Eric was presented with his 
award and a check for $1,000 for  
his winning film, Division Street. 
The next evening, Division Street 
premiered at the Orlando Film 
Festival.

2009 YFP awarded

Eric Bendick receives his very large check!

The end of  the year  i s  fast 
approaching and we have much 
to reflect on. The highlight of our 
year was the release and film 
festival presentations of Celebrating 
a Forgotten Place: the Carr Family 
Cabin. Thanks to all of our friends and 
funders who made this incredible 
short film possible. 

We also awarded our innaugural 
Young Filmmakers Award to Division 
Street, a documentary out of 
Montana State University. As well, 
In Marjorie’s Wake continued to be 
distributed nationally on the PBS 
system.  

But we’re not done yet! 

2010 beckons with more projects, 
education and outreach. We hope 
to begin production soon on Eden 
to Sahara, the story of  Florida’s 
water over the past 150 years. 
In addition, there’s money to be 
raised to continue the production 
of short films on the turtles of the 
Wekiva River Basin and one on 
the restoration of Lake Jesup. And 
we’ll continue to reach out and 
educate on resource issues through 
our website and through public 
presentations across Florida. 

As in the past, our success is directly 
related to your good will. Economic 
times may be rocky, but we still 
need your help in keeping nature-
related education moving forward; 
like many 501c3s, we are continually 
being exposed to shrinking revenue 
streams. 

Please take the time now to make 
a pledge for 2010 and keep the 
education of our natural resources 
a prime objective for you and 
Equinox in the coming year.  

And remember, if you’re pledge 
comes before December 31, 2009, 
you can still receive a donation 
credit on your 2009 taxes.

Annual giving update



Page 2 THE BALANCING POINT

On December 28, Equinox will be in 
the Orlando Science Center’s indoor 
“Cypress swamp” to videotape native 
turtles underwater as part of a short 
12-minute documentary they are 
producing that highlights a “turtle 
tagging” program on the Wekiva 
River system. 

The contained environment of the 
cypress pond allows cinematographer 
and Equinox co-founder Bob Giguere 
to use an underwater high definition 
video camera to capture close-ups 
of turtles that live in the “pond.” 
The footage will later be blended in 
with other video shot on and under 
the Wekiva River that highlights the 
tagging program. Nature author 
and Equinox co-founder Bill Belleville 
will be there to answer questions 
about the filming, the forthcoming 
12-minute documentary ,  and 
the Wekiva River system. Florida 
Department of  Env i ronmental 
Protection representatives will also 
be on hand to field more scientific 
questions about the turtles and the 
tagging program.

Equinox’s short film highlights a nine-
year-old study to identify and count 
turtles along the river in order to 
gain a better understanding of the 
health of the population. The study 
was originated by herpetologist 

E r ic  Munscher. 
Previously, turtles 
were hand caught 
and a schute was 
notched on each 
shell so they could 
be identified when 
again captured. 
Thanks to more 
modern methods, 
turtles today are 
being implanted 
with a chip that 
allows researchers 
to use a scanning device, much like 
that used in supermarket check-outs. 
The scanner identifies each turtle so 
researchers can determine growth 
rates and age. 

Turtles, commonly seen sunning 
themselves on logs on the river, are 
a barometer species of river health, 
says Munscher, “because they eat a 
lot of things and get eaten by a lot 
of things.”

The Friends of the Wekiva River, 
our region’s premier grassroots 
conservation group dedicated to 
protect the river systrem, have helped 
fund the new tagging technology.

Turtles that are being counted include 
the Peninsula cooter, Florida red-
bellied, Florida soft shell, snapping 

Turtle time at the Orlando Science Center
t u r t l e ,  a n d 
loggerhead musk 
t u r t l e ,  a m o n g 
others. To date, 
some 4500 turtles 
h a v e  b e e n 
tagged. 

T h e  c y p r e s s 
swamp exhibit at 
the OSC is part 
of  an ongoing 
“Natu reWorks” 
p r o g r a m  t h a t 

allows visitors to learn more about 
the natural history and ecology of 
Florida’s native habitats. The state 
of Florida has some of the strongest 
freshwater turtle protection laws in 
the country. Florida DEP manages 
state lands within the Wekiva River 
State Aquatic Preserve. Giguere and 
Belleville previously produced an  
hour-long statewide PBS documentary 
on Wekiva entitled Wekiva: Legacy 
or Loss?

The OSC is located in the Loch Haven 
Park complex at 777 E. Princeton St.  
in Orlando. For more information 
about programs and exhibits, visit 
www.OSC.org.

And for more information about 
F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  We k i v a ,  v i s i t  
www.FriendsofWekiva org.

A Peninsula cooter suns itself on a log

A November fundraiser hosted by Wekiva Island in 
Longwood, Florida raised over $5,000 for Michelle 
Thatcher’s film, Alligator Princess of America’s Nile. AP 
is a documentary about 
Thatcher’s solo paddle 
on the entire St. Johns 
River system. Produced in 
partnership with Equinox, 
it focuses on adventure as  
w e l l  a s  o n  h u m a n 
connections with nature 
that  a re  es sent ia l  to 
conservation ethics. A 
trailer has already been 
produced and over 60 
hours of video have been 
shot in the f ie ld.  V is i t  
www.AlligatorPrincess.com 
for more information.

Alligator Princess fundraiser

Michelle’s daughter, Alex Bunker, 
with a live gator at AP fundraiser

This fall, the St. Johns River had a spectacular bloom of 
Southeastern sunflowers (Helianthus agrestis). Bob was 
invited by Ron Thorstad of Titusville to fly in his ultralight 

o v e r  t h e  r i v e r 
basin to take in 
the spectacular 
beauty of the fall 
t rans fo r mat ion 
of the river. The 
fl ight gave Bob 
a  c h a n c e  t o 
capture rare B-roll 
footage of nature 
that can be used 
in  for thcoming 
projects, including 
Eden.

Wildflowers!

A stand of Southeastern sunflowers  
along the St. Johns river






